384                         ST HERMENEGILD, M.

There he again employed all manner of threats and promises to draw
him back to his heresy, and, hoping to overcome his constancy, caused him
to be confined in a most frightful dungeon and treated with all sorts of
cruelty.    The martyr repeated always what he had before wrote to his
father:   " I confess your goodness to me has been extreme.    I will pre-
serve to my dying breath the respect, duty, and tenderness which I owe
you;  but is it possible that you should desire me to prefer worldly great-
ness to my salvation?    I value the crown as nothing;   I am ready to lose
sceptre and life too rather than abandon the divine truth."   The prison
was to him a school of virtue.   He clothed himself in sackcloth and added
other voluntary austerities to the hardships of his confinement, and with
fervent prayers begged of God to vouchsafe him the strength and assist-
ance which was necessary to support him in his combat for the truth,
The solemnity of Easter being come, the perfidious father sent to him an
Arian bishop in the night, offering to take him into favour if he received
the communion from the hand of that prelate, but Hermenegild rejected
the proposal with indignation, reproaching the messenger with the impiety
of his sect as if he had been at full liberty.   The bishop, returning to the
Arian king with this account, the furious father, seeing the faith of his
son proof against all his endeavours to pervert him, sent soldiers out of
hand to dispatch him.    They entered the prison and found the saint
fearless and ready to receive the stroke of death, which they instantly
inflicted on him, cleaving his head with an axe, whereby his brains were
scattered on the floor.    St Gregory the Great attributes to the merits of
this martyr the conversion of his brother, King Recared, and of the whole
kingdom of the Visigoths in Spain.    Levigild was stung with remorse for
his crime, and though by God's secret but just judgment he was not
himself converted, yet on his death-bed he recommended his son, Recared,
to St Leander, desiring him to instruct him in the same manner as he had
done his brother, Hermenegild, that is, to make him a catholic.    This
saint received the crown of martyrdom on Easter Eve, the I3th of April.
His body remains at Seville.    St Gregory of Tours observes that what-
ever guilt this holy king and martyr incurred by taking up arms against
his father, this at least was expiated by his heroic virtue and death.

St Hermenegild began then to be truly a king, says St Gregory the
Great, when he became a martyr. From his first conversion to the true
faith it was his main study to square his life by the most holy maxims of
the gospel. Yet, perhaps, whilst he lived amidst the hurry, flatteries, and
pomp of a throne, his virtue was for some time imperfect, and his heart
was not perfectly crucified to the world. But humiliations and sufferings
for Christ, which the saint bore with the heroic courage, the fidelity, and
perfect charity of the martyrs, entirely broke all secret ties of his affections